INTRODUCTION

52
The number of people with edentulism is growing in Brazil. Edentulism is a 53 physical deficiency related to numerous health problems, such as maxillo-mandibular 54 bone resorption, nutritional deficiencies due to the inability to masticate solid foods, 55 psychological problems, and interpersonal relationship issues. 1 
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According to the last National Health Survey-conducted in 2013 by the 
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The first questionnaire assessed satisfaction with the prostheses using a visual 113 analog scale (VAS). The questionnaire assessed four aspects-satisfaction with 114 retention, mastication, esthetics, and overall satisfaction-that applied to each of the 115 prostheses that patients used. The VAS for each question ranged from 0 to 10 points 116 (for a potential total score of 40 points). We divided the total score by four to arrive at 117 the final score for satisfaction with the prosthesis. We further categorized the results 118 as follows: 0-2.5 points corresponded to "very dissatisfied," 2.75-5.0 to "dissatisfied,"
119 5.25-7.5 to "satisfied," and 7.75-10 to "very satisfied." 136 Second, this value was multiplied by a specific weight assigned to each question, as 137 shown in Table 1 .
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The nonparametric Mann-Whitney U-Test was adopted because it is useful not 159 only for analyzing non-normal data but also for analyzing categorical data. We 
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Of the 347 participants, 299 used total tissue-supported prostheses and 48 169 used total implant-supported prostheses. As for the period of use of implant-supported 170 prostheses, the most prevalent answer was one to three years, at 48% (n = 23) for the 171 upper prosthesis and 44% (n = 21) for the lower prosthesis. By contrast, among users 8 172 of tissue-supported prostheses, four to six years of use was the most prevalent, at 173 62% (n =185) for the upper prosthesis and 47% (n = 140) for the lower (Table 2) .
174 (Table 5) .
194 199 reported reasonable quality of life; 22% (n = 65) reported a poor quality of life; and 200 only 5% (n = 14) reported a good quality of life (Table 6 ).
201 Table 6 (Table 7) .
209 215 not exist among users of implant-supported prostheses (Table 8) . No other correlation 216 showed statistical significance (p > 0.05).
217 Table 8 
